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THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our end of term 3 edition of our Blog. There is a wealth of updates in this edition detailing many of the great
things happening at the school. | hope you enjoy reading it.

Today, as part of LGBTQIA+ month we have had an own clothes day where we have encouraged students to ‘be you’- come
in to school dressed in a way that represents them, their personality, their interests etc. We have asked all students to
contribute either £1 or £2 with all proceeds going to the ROHHAD charity to support children who suffer from this
condition. This was a request from our Student Captains Team and it is our pleasure to support this cause.

This week we have also been engaging the student body in the democratic process by encouraging all students to elect
members of the UK Youth Parliament. Inside the Blog you will also see a report on our fantastic Year 11 basketball team
who celebrated a big win this week, trips, examples of students work and a range of information we hope is useful. | would
like also to congratulate Jacob Walters, Zak Bennett and Samiul Alam for winning our ‘Big Quiz’ and who will go on to now
represent the school against other schools within our Trust.

Next term will be another busy term with Year 13 prelim examinations starting from Monday 4th March, Year 9 Options
with Options Evening on 21st March and will begin with our work on World Thinking Day in the first week after half term.
May | remind all parents and carers to ensure that all students return on Monday 19th February with correct uniform and
all required equipment. May | also remind all parents and carers to ensure their PlusPay accounts are topped up ready for
the new term.

Update from parents survey: school lunch arrangements

As | said in our last blog, in each edition of the blog going forwards | will respond to a concern that was raised in the recent
parents survey. This week | would like to deal with the issue of lunchtimes and the several concerns expressed that
students are not given sufficient time to queue up in the hall to collect their lunch.

Our lunchtime runs from 1:20 to 1:55 and there are 4 ways that students can collect food / drink at this time
1.Students may queue up in the main canteen. There are 2 different queues depending on the food they would like
2.Students may queue up at the Shack — an outside servery that serves an alternative range of hot and cold lunches
3.Students may bring a packed lunch
4.6th form students have their own servery in the Hub or may go off site to buy food from local shops.

| would like to assure all parents and carers that all students are able to collect food at lunchtimes. A few parents expressed
concern in the recent survey that their child was queuing for lengthy periods in the canteen and sometimes is not served. |
base myself in the hall at least once a week to support with lunch times and | can assure you that typically all students who
are queuing at 1:20 are served by 1:35 or 1:40 at the very latest. By 1:35 there is typically no queue remaining and anyone
arriving at 1:35/1:40 is able to quickly be served. The situations where students are not served are those where a student
arrives to the canteen at approximately 1:50 and is not served as they will not have time to collect and eat their food
before period 5 lessons start at 1:55. | hope this provides some reassurance. We have explored buying and setting up a 2nd
outside servery but the cost of this is approximately £25000-£30000 and unfortunately is not something our budgets will
allow at this time.

| hope this information provides reassurance to anyone who was concerned about this.

All best wishes to you and your families for a very happy and healthy half term break

Mr L Preston
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ALADEMY TRUSI

Dear Parents and Carer,

The Government has launched a campaign focused on improving school attendance. This year's
theme is ‘Moments Matter, Attendance Counts’. It aims to help schools and parents to reduce
needless days off for students. We want to work with you to help students to be in school, every
day.

As parents, you play a key role by:

. Making sure your child comes into school every day that it is open. This is unless there is a
good reason.

. Letting the school know when your child has to be off (e.g. due to iliness).

. Only asking for a day off for an important reason. Ask for this as early as you can.

. Scheduling medical appointments outside of school hours when you can.

Attendance is important for your child's education and wellbeing. We have shared some helpful
online resources to help you make informed decisions, such as the following:

Back into school information for families

- worki | : hool E id

We understand that iliness can keep your child at home. Mild illnesses like a cough or cold without a
fever don't require absence. The NHS guide "Is my child too ill for school?” provides more
information.

We understand that each family’s situation is different. Your school is here to help you in any way
possible.

Thank you for your help and co-operation.
Yours Sincerely

C ol

Stuart Gardner
Chief Executive Officer
The Thinking Schools Academy Trust

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHANCES www.tsatrust.org.uk

Chiel Executive Officer: Mr S Caidrer BA [Hons) M5 NPOH NLE The Thinkng Schools Academy Truat T: 0333 360 2000
Deputy Chief Executive: W L IAller BSC (Hons) FCCA PCCE Park Creacenl, Chatham, Kont, MES BNE E: ot o0g.uk



DIGITAL LEARNING AT

HOLCOMBE

We welcome you to complete the survey on Digital Access to allow us to understand how your child
accesses and uses digital technology at home and if there are any areas in which we can support you or
your child with digital learning.


https://forms.office.com/e/J3VPVkxBwR

YEAR 11 BASKETBALL

MATCH REPORT

On Tuesday 6th February the year 11 basketball welcomed Rainham Mark to Holcombe for a hotly
anticipated fixture. In front of a partisan crowd the hosts found it difficult to cope with an organised and
effective visiting team, ending the first quarter down on the score board. After some stirring words and
tactical masterstrokes by their peer coaches the team fought back in the second and third quarters to
enter the final few minutes of the game level at 40 points all. Cheered on by their Head of Year (and
chief photographer) Miss Lee, the team rallied in the closing moments of the game before two late
baskets saw them end the game victorious by 44 points to 40. The large squad of players demonstrated
what talented players they are but also, more importantly, consistently demonstrated the levels of
sportsmanship, camaraderie and leadership that marks them out as stars of the future. All the players,
coaches and spectators are to be congratulated for their efforts and we hope they have created fond
memories that will live with them well beyond their time at Holcombe.




A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY

With Mrs Jhaj

In the Year 13 component of Criminal Psychology, students learn about
the persuasion of juries by witnesses and defendant characteristics. In a
recent lesson, the year 13 class conducted a mock trial and as jurors had
to deliberate the verdict in a murder case. The students all had to reach a
verdict beyond reasonable doubt, based on the different testimonies

presented.

After hearing all the evidence, testimonies and the Judge's summary
comments, the students as jurors gave their initial verdict, on the board.
After this information the jurors then had to discuss the evidence. this led
to highly focussed discussions about the wording of testimony, the extent

to which a testimony was credible, what was reasonable or not and so on.

The class had four rounds of votes as jurors and the majority verdict
moved each time based on the juror deliberations. The class were unable
to settle on a unanimous verdict so the majority was accepted.

It was an interesting fun way
to get an insight into the
experience of being a juror and
provided a better
understanding of testimony
Beau Yeates

We used a real murder case
transcript, with testimonies from the
witnesses and defendant. | found this
lesson particularly valuable because

it allowed me to deepen my

understanding of problems juries
face and the difficulty in reaching an
unanimous verdict
Henry Saxton

The court trial lesson was very
engaging and allowed for insight
into how decisions would be made
in a court room.. and seeing how
others thought processes function,
from the hearing the same
testimony but having different
views
William Patey

| found that it made you
understand the topic better
because it is a more memorable
way of learning how the

courtroom works, rather than
just reading from a textbook
Anna Krupka




LANGUAGE ASSEMBLY
ON CAREERS IN

FOOTBALL

With Mrs Ortega

This term, we had an external speaker, Steve Eadon, from Mingalaba deliver an assembly on languages
and careers to Year 9 and 10.

Steve worked for Arsenal for 15 years managing the award-winning “Arsenal Double Club” modern
languages project, which used Arsenal and football to inspire young people to learn a language.

He spoke about his experience at Arsenal, how he studied German at school and University and how it
helped his future career.

He also spoke about the importance of learning a language nowadays and what careers in football are
available for those with languages.

Students were engaged and enjoyed the talk and some students spoke to Steve at the end of the
Assembly asking him for advice on how to use their languages for future careers.

Hear are some quotes from year 10 students:
"The assembly has changed my outlook on learning new languages and encouraged me to learn more"
"My attitude towards languages has drastically improved"

"It gave me new information about different jobs and opportunities, especially in sport, that can be
available through studying/ learning a language"




THE BIG QUIZ 2024 -

HOLCOMBE ROUND

With Mrs Banks

This week, Key Stage 3 students have been competing to represent Holcombe in the trust memory
competition, The Big Quiz. The following students should be commended for their willingness to
compete, the investment of their time and for embracing our thinking culture:

Zak Bennett

Samiul Alam

Ryan Bawden

Azariah Mittawa
Toluwanimi Duduyemi
Victor Uzoma

Jacob Walters

Idris Gbede

After answering 40 questions in 20 minutes on information on multiple knowledge banks, the following
students earned their place in the Holcombe Big Quiz Team, and an Amazon voucher too:

Jacob Walters - Year 9
Zak Bennett - Year 9
Samiul Alam - Year 7

Reservist: Victor Uzoma - Year 8

We were particularly impressed with the ways in which our successful students embedded the facts in
their memory - see below for just some of the work they did to onboard the knowledge!

Well done to all!



WORLD THINKING DAY
2024

World Thinking Day is on Thursday 22nd February 2024. As a Thinking School, we will mark this occasion
with assemblies, literacy tasks, a special debate society motion and a whole school competition (details
below).

The theme this year is Our World, Our Thriving Future. It will be a chance for our students to think about
how we can build a better future where all young people live in an environmentally sustainable world,
free of poverty.

World Thinking Day 22" February
Are we global citizens?
UNCRC Article: Article 15 (freedom of association)

Whole School Speech Writing Competition

v Write a speech to in response to the statement below
v" Could you use a hats analysis to construct your argument? Might you join debate society to

‘& practice?
,{,\@ ) ¥ Submit your entry by Friday 1% March either by email to
‘T\ aimee.banks@holcombegrammar.tsat.uk or on paper to Mrs Banks’s S Block Office
v" Qur student thinking drive team, the Thinking Ambassadors, will select the top 5 entries,
each winning an Amazon voucher and the opportunity to deliver their speech to determine
our overall winner

“The super rich have a humanitarian duty to use their 5 HOLCOMBE
wealth to alleviate global poverty." e




HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL

DAY

On the 25th January, Sixth Form student Oliver Tomlin participated in the Holocaust Memorial Day
ceremony which took place at the Chatham Memorial Synagogue.

Oliver introduced the theme for this year's Holocaust Memorial Day which is the fragility of freedom.
Freedom means different things to different people. What is clear is that in every genocide that has
taken place, those who are targeted for persecution have had their freedom restricted and removed,
before many of them are murdered. This is often a subtle, slow process. The ten stages of genocide, as
identified by Professor Gregory Stanton, demonstrate that genocide never just happens. There is always
a set of circumstances which occur, or which are created, to build the climate in which genocide can take
place and in which perpetrator regimes can remove the freedoms of those they are targeting.

Oliver discussed that many people in modern western democracies take freedoms for granted and this
Holocaust Memorial Day we can reflect on how these freedoms need to be valued, and on how many
people around the world face restrictions to their freedoms to live, worship, work and love freely.




TRIPS

The trips at Holcombe Grammar School are increasing with February seeing a trip for Year 11s to
Cambridge University.

On Wednesday 7th February, we took a group of 13 year 11's to visit Queen's College. The students
were a credit to Holcombe with their engagement and conduct throughout the day. Below is a
contribution from Michael Akinje (11Ba) regarding the experience:

"I really enjoyed this trip as it enabled me to gain a deeper understanding into the Cambridge application
process, and the university process in general. Furthermore, it showed me the work that | have to do in
order to ensure | have a successful university placement when | apply for courses in Year 13.

The staff and students at Cambridge were really nice and welcoming. They gave us detailed explanations
and insights into student life at Cambridge. The tours we received were highly informative into how
accommodations and lectures work, as well as the leisure activities, which you can do at the university.

Additionally, the art house Kettle's Yard, we were able to visit was delightful for understanding the city
life around Cambridge which is essential to know if you want to study at Cambridge.

Overall, it was a great trip and | am thankful to Mrs Jhaj for the wonderful opportunity”.

Thank you to Michael for the detailed account of the day, | am also, thankful for all the staff who help us
take advantage of such enrichment experiences from Ms Wood, Mr Phillips and the cover staff. | look
forward to taking a group of our Year 12s next term. Engagement in these types of structured visits
spark aspirations and widen students understanding of the opportunities awaiting in their future!

After half term we have trips to:

Art Competition in Folkestone
Poetry Live Trip for Year 11 and English
London Theatre — Hamilton (opened to all year groups)

We are looking forward to an increase in educational and reward trips in the coming months.



YEAR 8 HISTORY

Year 8 students have spent this term learning about the Slave Trade. One student even produced

revision materials in their own time. Well done!
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DNA by Dennis Kelly - 27th March

Year 10 Drama students have been very busy this term completing their Devising performances and are
now hotfooting towards their production of DNA. Rehearsals are well under way and the students are
looking forward to portraying these character on stage, more details to come shortly.

sl o - PR A ) .
i {}

In Key Stage 3, students have been creating their own performances from news articles, relishing in the
devising process the students have worked hard to create their own storylines and characters.



SPORTS CLUBS ol
CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations on being the
students who attended the most PE
clubs between 22/1-5/2




READING AT HOLCOMBE

Reading at Holcombe

See below for the English Department’'s book recommendations. We
have included a contemporary choice and a literary classic!

KS3
= Boy in the Tower by Polly Yo-Hen. Strange plants have started to take over and tower blocks
are falling down. Now Ade and his mum are frapped and there's no way out . . .

= The Day of the Triffids by John Wyndham. This is perhaps the most famous catastrophe novel
of the twentieth century and its startling imagery of desclate streets and lurching, lethal
plant life retains its power to haunt today.

« Hamnet by Maggie O'Farrell. A novel inspired by the son of a famous playwright. It is
story of the bond between twins, and of a marriage pushed to the brink by grief.

+ The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck. Arguably Steinbeck’s finest novel, The Grapes of
Wrath follows the journey of the Joad family, seeking hope and life in California during The
Great Depression.

DID 9 Reading regularly stimulates the brain, keeping it active and engaged. It has

You - 5 L 5 5 s
KNOW ? been linked to a reduced risk of cognitive decline as people age.




YEAR 10 WORK

EXPERIENCE

This is the second year of work experience for all Year 10 students since COVID caused huge disruptions
to the companies who offer work placements, and was again a resounding success. Over 80% of the year
group gained meaningful and useful work placements that allowed them not only to develop the soft
skills that we would normally expect from a year 10 work placement but also some career focused
options.

Students went to schools, solicitors, engineering firms, libraries, mechanic workshops, rail yards, charity
centres and were a credit to themselves which helped to show the school to be one with students who
are hard-working, diligent, empathetic and respectful individuals. We have had floods of positive emails
and letters commending students for the way in which they behaved and their overall work ethic, which
although is nothing more than we would expect from a Holcombe student, was very pleasing. Some
work placements have gone as far as offering students part-time jobs and have even suggested they
consider them as a career option at a later date.



ASSESSING SMARTPHONE

READINESS

Assessing Smartphone Readiness: "Is my child old enough to have a phone?" It's a common,
understandable question from many parents, but it's also one that is very difficult to answer as there are
so many factors involved. For younger children it's often peer pressure, with older children social
isolation is very common. Often, advice has to be given particular to that child/family, rather than a one-
size-fits-all solution. The Institute for Digital Media and Child Development have put together some tip
sheets for parents which are really useful. There are 3 parts:

« Assessing readiness.
« Preparing for healthy use.

« What now?

View all the tip sheets HERE


https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=c3ea575a60&e=5bf8f9018a

DEBATE SOCIETY
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DEBAT

Holcombe bra

SOCIETY

FRIDAY LUNCH
1:20-1:55PM
@ THE HOLCOMBE
LIBRARY
Visit the Holcombe Library to take part in our
debate society. Open to students from all year
groups and staff alike. A round table discussion
on rorrent affairs, issues and attitudes in our
world today.

(I P 3 [

Pandemic baby bank Banker's shock at Mum skips meals after
shocked it is still mum's loan bid for cost-of-living payment

needed baby formula ends

Cambridgeshire Larecawhing England

Now more than ever, wealth inequality plagues our
society. Amidst a cost of living crisis, our richest
citizens continue to amass significant wealth.
Therefore...

This house believes that the richest members
of our society have a moral obligation to
end poverly.

Join us on Friday for a
round table debate!
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ASDA

Kids eat for £1 All Day, Every Day at Asda
cafes, with no adult spend required.

TESCO

Kids eat free with a purchase of 60p+ from
From Mon 12th - Fri 23rd February 2024

SAINSBURYS CAFES

Kids eat for £1 with the purchase of an
adult hot main. From 11:30am every day.
BEEFEATER & BREWERS FAYRE

Two children under 16 can get a free
breakfast every day with one paying adult!

THE REAL GREEK

Kids under 12 eat FREE every Sunday for
every £10 spent by an adult

GREENE KING PUBS

Kids Eat Free all-day with the purchase of an
adult's meal. Deal, Monday-Friday, between
Mon 12th - Friday 23rd February 2024

TRAVELODGE & PREMIER INN

Buy 1 Adult Breakfast from just £8.99 & up
to two kids eat breakfast for free

SIZZLING PUBS
Every Monday to Friday, 3 - 7pm, kids’
mains are £1 with every adult meal.

TGI FRIDAYS

Kids Eat Free When 'Stripes Rewards
Members' purchase a full priced adult's main
meal (App needed)

IKEA
Kids get a meal from 95p daily from 11lam

PLACES WHERE KIDS EAT FREE (OR FOR £1)
DURING FEBRUARY HALF TERM 2024

moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free

P )
MORRISONS

Spend £4.49 and get one free kids meal all
day, every day.

GORDON RAMSEY RESTAURANTS

Kids under 8 eat FREE all day, every day at
selected Cordon Ramsay restaurants

Kids up to age 10 eat free all day, every day
with paying adults at Preto in Half Terms

YO! SUSHI

From Mon 12th - Fri 23rd February 2024
kids eat free with every £10 adult spend

BELLAITALIA
Children eat for £1 with any adult main.
The offer is valid 4-6pm Mon to Thurs.

WHITBREAD INNS
Two kids under 16 eat for FREE with every
adult breakfast purchased

GARDEN CENTRES

At Dobbies, for every adult breakfast or lunch
purchase, kids eat for FREE. Every Day!

TABLE TABLE
Two children under 16 can get a free
breakfast every day with one paying adult!

PAUSA CAFE @ DUNELM

Kids get 1 mini main, 2 snacks & a drink
FREE with every £4 spend after 3pm

Kids eat for £1 on Mondays
FUTURE INNS

Under 5s eat for free with any adult meal.

Copyright of MONEY SAVING CENTRAL
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH “m)m-amhlhﬂ-ﬂ
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 te 11.6% in 2023. t's conceming that these oge-restricted products are getting into the hands
of under 183 o3 most contain nicotine, which con be detrimental to broin development and couse long - term addiction.
Some schools have reported rtudents having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings, vaping in school
toilets; and sven trying vapes found in their local park. Raiting awarenses of the risks ameng young people could

help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapers. .

WHAT IS VAPING? ‘m,’
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e
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mhm NHS

mentalhealthmatters Kent and Medway

Safe Haven

Open every day, 12pm-12am

Medway Safe Haven offers crisis mental
health support to anyone aged over 16, in
a safe, comfortable and supportive
environment.

We are open every night for face-to-face
support.

www.mhm.org.uk | medway. mhm@nhs.net | @ VHM_Info



mhm NHS

mentalhealthmatters Kent and Medway

You can visit the service to access one-to-one

emotional support from trained mental health
professionals.

We also offer help in creating staying well and
crisis plans, and support visitors to access other

organisations that may be useful to them.

Contact us or drop in:

07850 901151 or 07808 795 036 (12pm-12am)
Medway Maritime Hospital,

Windmill Road,

Gillingham,

ME7 5NY

Follow us on Facebook for updates:

www.mhm.org.uk | medway. mhm@nhs.net | @MHM_Info
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Easier ways to be healthy 5 .
Serving You

Measles Information
for Parents and Garers

Protect your child from measles

You may have seen measles in the news recently. This is because there has been a
rise in the number of measles cases in England. Measles is highly infectious and can
make people seriously unwell. One-in-five children with the disease are hospitalised
and on rare occasions, measles can be fatal.

The NHS are urging parents and carers to make sure their children are up-to-date
with their MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) vaccinations.

Two doses of the MMR vaccinations are needed for maximum life-long protection.
Parent and carers of children in Years 8 and 11 will be automatically contacted by
the School-aged Immunisation Service to catch up on missed MMR doses if they are
already scheduled a vaccine.

If your child isn’t in Years 8 and 11 you should check your child’s red book to see
what vaccinations they have had or ask your GP practice. You can make an
appointment with your GP practice to catch up on any missed doses, or call the
School-aged Immunisation Service to arrange a vaccination.

Their contact details are 0300 123 5205 or kchft.cyp-immunisationteam@nhs.net

The early symptoms of measles include: a high fever, sore red, watery eyes,
coughing, a runny nose, aching and feeling generally unwell. Find out more about
the symptoms of measles on the NHS website.

If you have symptoms of measles stay at home and phone your GP practice or NHS
111. This will help prevent spread of the disease.




FACE it

I |
TEACH Available to book now!
Approved CPD training for anyone who
INSPIRE .

works with children or teenagers.
MOTIVATE National Standards CPD accredited
with certificate

Tuesday . B g What is ACT?

19 March 7~ & An introduction to Acceptance

19:00 - 21:00 ' and Commitment Therapy
£24 mfndx‘:'u\nﬁﬁ&

facefamilyadvice.co.uk. iInfo@facefamilyadvice.co.uk




