
Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Philosophy 1b: 
What did Plato 
and Aristotle 
teach about the 
nature of reality? 

Theology 1a: What is 
Theology? Who was 
St Augustine?

A-Level Religious Studies 

Learning Journey

12
YEAR

Philosophy 1a: What is 
Philosophy of religion? How 
are arguments constructed?

Ethics 1a: 
What is ethics? 
What are the 
principles of 
Natural Law?

13
YEAR

Term 1: Ancient Philosophical influences,
Natural Law, Augustine on Human Nature.
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Assessment
Review & 
reflection

Review 
and 
reflection

Review and 
reflection

Philosophy 1c: 
Evaluation of 
Plato and 
Aristotle’s 
ideas.

Ethics 1b: How can Natural 
Law be applied in practice?

Skills 
focus: How 
to plan and 
structure A 
level RS 
essays.

Ethics 1c: 
Evaluation of 
Natural Law.

Theology 1c: Evaluation 
of Augustine’s ideas.

Theology 1b:
What did 
Augustine teach 
about human 
nature?

Philosophy 2a: 
Ancient Greek views on 
the mind/body problem. 

Philosophy 2b: 
Dualism vs materialism. 

Philosophy 2c: 
Discussing soul, 
mind and body. 

Ethics 2a: 
Principles 
of Situation 
Ethics

Ethics 2b: 
Applying 
Situation 
Ethics

Ethics 2c: Evaluating 
Situation Ethics

Theology 
2a: How do 
Christians 
understand 
the 
afterlife?

Theology 2b:
Judgement, 
predestination, and 
election

Theology 2c:
Discussing death 
and the afterlife.

Assessment
Review & 
reflection

Term 3: Arguments from observation, Kantian 
Ethics, Knowledge of God’s existence.

Philosophy 3a: 
The Teleological 
argument. 

Philosophy 3b: 
Cosmological 
arguments. 

Philosophy 
3c: 
Evaluating 
a posteriori 
arguments 
for God’s 
existence

Ethics 3c: Is 
Kantian Ethics 
useful?

Ethics 3b: Applying 
Kantian Ethics.

Ethics 3a: Morality 
according to Kant.

Theology 3a: How can God be known?

Theology 
3b: Natural 
vs revealed 
theology

Theology 3c:
Discussing 
knowledge of God

Term 4: Arguments from reason,
Utilitarianism, The person of Jesus Christ. Assessment

Review & 
reflection

Skills focus:
Improving A 
level RS 
essays.

Philosophy 4a: 
The Ontological 
argument

Philosophy 4b: Challenges to 
the ontological argument

Philosophy 4c: 
How convincing is the 
Ontological argument?

Ethics 4a: Act 
Utilitarianism

Theology 4a:
Was Jesus the 
son of God?

Theology 4c:
Was Jesus a 
revolutionary? Theology 4b:

Was Jesus just a 
moral teacher?

Ethics 4b: Rule 
Utilitarianism

Ethics 4c: Evaluating 
Utilitarianism

Assessment

Review & 
reflection

Philosophy 5a: 
What is religious 
experience?

Theology 
5a: The 
Bible as 
moral 
guide

Term 6: The problem of evil,
Business Ethics, Christian moral action.

Ethics 6a: Issues 
in business ethics

Ethics 5a: 
Types of 
euthanasia

Ethics 5c: Applying 
ethical theories to 
euthanasia.

Philosophy 5b: 
Types and theories on 
religious experience

Philosophy 5c: 
Challenges to 
religious 
experience

Theology 5b:
Alternative 
sources of 
moral guidance

Theology 5c: Are 
Christian ethics 
distinctive?

Ethics 5b: Sanctity 
and quality of life 
arguments

Assessment Review & 
reflection

Philosophy 6a: 
What is the 
problem of evil?

Philosophy 6b: 
Different theodicies 
of key scholars

Philosophy 
6c: 
Does evil 
prove God 
does not 
exist?

Ethics 6b: 
Applying ethical 
theories to 
business ethics

Ethics 6c: 
Should 
businesses 
be ethical?

Theology 6a:
Who was Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer?

Theology 6b:
Bonheoffer’s
views on 
Christian 
ethics.

Theology 6c : Is 
Bonhoeffer’s theology 
relevant today?

Assessment

Review & 
reflection

Term 1+2: Religious Language,
Meta Ethics, Religious Pluralism in Theology and Society.

Term 3+4: 20th Century Religious Language,
Conscience, Gender in Society and Theology.

Term 5: Attributes of God, Sexual Ethics,
Secularism, Liberation Theology and Marx.

Assessment

Review & 
reflection

Review & 
reflection

Assessment

AssessmentReview & 
reflection

Philosophy 7a: Purposes 
of religious language 
and the via negativa

Philosophy 7b: 
Analogy and 
symbol

Philosophy 7c: 
Evaluating views on 
religious language

Ethics 7a: 
Naturalism & 
intuitionism

Theology 7a: 
Exclusivism 
in religion

Ethics 7b: 
Emotivism

Ethics 7c: 
Evaluating meta-
ethical theories

Theology 7b: 
Inclusivism in 
religion

Theology 7c: 
Pluralism

Philosophy 
8a: The 
verification 
principle

Ethics 8a: What 
is conscience?

Theology 8a: 
Challenges of a 
multi-faith society

Theology 8b: 
Inter-faith 
dialogue

Theology 8c: 
Redemptoris Missio
and  Scriptural 
Reasoning

Theology 9a: 
Changing views 
on gender

Theology 9b: The 
patriarchy & feminism

Theology 9c: Christian 
views on gender roles

Theology 10a: 
Mary Daly’s post-
Christian theology

Theology 10b: Ruether’s
reform feminist views

Theology 10c: 
Is Christianity 
sexist?

Philosophy 8b: The 
falsification debate

Philosophy 8c: 
Wittgenstein’s 
language games

Ethics 8b: 
Aquinas on 
conscience

Ethics 8c: Freud 
on conscience

Philosophy 9a: 
God’s omnipotence 
and omniscience

Philosophy 9b: 
God’s relationship 
with time

Philosophy 9c: God 
as omnibenevolent

Ethics 9a: 
Pre-marital 
sex

Ethics 9b: 
Extra 
marital sex

Ethics 9c: 
Homosexuality

Theology 
11a:  
Secular 
critiques 
of religion

Theology 
11b:  
Christianity 
and public 
life

Theology 11c:  
Religion and 
state

Theology 12a:  
Liberation 
Theology

Theology 12b:  
Marx’s critique 
of religion

Theology 12c:  
Secular critiques 
of religion

Philosophy 9c: Can 
paradoxes with God’s 
attributes be resolved?

Paper 1, 
Paper 2 
& Paper 
3 Exams

Skills focus:
Revision 
techniques

Skills focus:
Tackling 
ambiguous 
questions


