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SKILLS TAUGHT ACROSS HISTORY

1) COMMUNICATION
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3) EVALUATION
4) SOURCE INTERPRETATION
5) COMPARISON
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Year 7 Survival Top Tips 

Tip 1 Read & watch lots! 
Things like Horrible 
Histories are perfect.

Tip 2 Ask questions – of your 
teacher & the 
evidence.

Tip 3 Make comparisons – 
how were things 
different or similar?

Tip 4 Find out what 
historians are saying 
about this topic.

Tip 5 Watch the news.

SKILS DEVELOPED

Topic 5: Renaissance and Reformation.
o Henry VIII and the Break with Rome
o Dissolution of the Monasteries
o The religious rollercoaster
o Tudor women – Mary I, Elizabeth I and Mary Queen of 

Scots
o Poverty in Tudor England
o Black Tudors
o Assessment focus – all skills assessed 

Topic 3 – Medieval Life.
o Importance of the church

o Pilgrimages
o Medieval town & village life

o Medieval medicine
o Licoricia of Winchester’s story
o The Black Death and its impact

o Assessment focus – enquiry (sources)

➢ Topic 1: Early invaders & Settlers.
o History mystery – Tollund Man
o What is migration
o Roman’s impact on Britain
o Boudicca
o Anglo-Saxon’s impact on Britain
o Vikings impact on Britain
o Assessment focus - continuity and change

Topic 2: The Norman Conquest.
o Who should be King in 1066?

o Battles of Stamford Bridge and Hastings.
o Feudal system & Domesday book.

o Norman Castles.
o Impact &  significance of the Norman 

conquest.
o Assessment: Focus – Cause and 

consequence

Topic 6: Changes in  Power 
o James I & the Gunpowder Plot.
o Witches and the Witch craze.
o Causes of the English Civil War
o Fighting the Civil War
o Why Charles I lost his  head
o Oliver Cromwell – hero or villain
o Why did Parliament gain the power by 1714..

Topic 4: Medieval Monarchs - Power.
o Eleanor of Aquitaine

o Henry II & Thomas Becket
o King John and Magna Carta
o Henry III and Parliament.

o Richard II and the Peasants Revolt.
o The Wars of the Roses.

o Assessment - Interpretations
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History Learning Journey Map 
Year 8

SKILLS TAUGHT ACROSS HISTORY
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2) ANALYSIS
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Year 8 Survival Top Tips 

Tip 1 Read & watch lots! 
Things like Horrible 
Histories are perfect.

Tip 2 Ask questions – of your 
teacher & the evidence.

Tip 3 Make comparisons – how 
were things different or 
similar?

Tip 4 Find out what historians 
are saying about this 
topic.

Tip 5 Watch the news.

SKILS DEVELOPED

Topic 5:: The British Empire
o How did Britain build an empire?
o What was the scramble for Africa?
o Why was India the ‘Jewel in the Crown’?
o What caused the Indian Mutiny?
o Why did we send convicts to Australia?
o Was the British Empire good or bad?
o Assessment focus - Interpretations

Topic 1: The Industrial Revolution.
o Where and why did it take place?
o What were working conditions like in the 

Factories?
o Why were children exploited?
o Was Richard Arkwright the greatest inventor?
o Why were Victorian towns so awful?
o Who were the heroes of Public Health?
o Assessment focus – source enquiry

Topic 4 – The Trans Atlantic Slave 
Trade

o The slave trade triangle
o Middle Passage
o Life as a slave
o Why was slavery abolished?
➢ Assessment focus - Significance

Topic 5; - Power and Protest in the C19th
o Why were the Peterloo rebels, Swing rioters and 

Chartists important? 
o Did the Great Reform Act really change anything?
o Who was Harriet Taylor-Mill?
o Who were the Suffragettes and Suffragists?
o Did Emily Davison kill herself deliberately
o Did WW1 win women the vote?
o Assessment focus – source enquiry

Topic 5: Power & Conflict: The Great War 1914-1918
o Causes of the Great War, including MAIN and Franz 

Ferdinand’s assassination
o  The development of trench warfare
o Recruitment for the Great War
o Conscientious Objectors
o What was life like in the Trenches?
o Does General Haig deserve his reputation as ‘the 

butcher of the Somme’?
o What role did commonwealth soldiers play in 

WW1?
o Did Versailles lead to a lasting peace?

Topic 2; Depth study - The 
Whitechapel murders.

o What was Whitechapel like in 
the C19th? 

o Who were the victims of Jack 
the Ripper?

o Who were the main suspects in 
the Ripper murders?

o Assessment focus - Causation

Topic 3 – The American and French 
Revolutions.

o Why did American’s rebel against British rule?
o What did the American Revolution change?
o Why were the people of France angry in the 

1780’s?
o Did the revolution make France fairer?



Start GCSE’s 

Next Level

Move on to Year 10
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Year 9 Survival Top Tips 

Tip 1 Keep your work 
organized – you will 
need them in year 11.

Tip 2 Complete all home 
works set – it will help 
you keep on top of 
things. 

Tip 3 Make a note of things 
you are finding tricky – 
talk to your teacher.

Tip 4 Try to make links across 
the different topics.

Tip 5 Try to think about how 
these events have 
affected lives today.

SKILS DEVELOPED

Topic 2: Democracies and Dictatorships pt2.
o The Russian Revolution and the rise of Communism
o Stalin – key beliefs, rise to power and control of 

the USSR.
o Mussolini – key beliefs, rise to power and control 

of Italy.
o Hitler – key ideas, rise to power, control of 

Germany.
o Assessment focus: Chronology / significance .

➢ Topic 3: World War Two
o Were Hitler’s  actions the cause of WW2?
o What was Appeasement and was it the 

right thing to do?
o What was the turning point of WW2?
o Dunkirk, Battle of Britain, Pearl Harbour, 

Stalingrad, D-day.
o Assessment focus– Causation

o Topic 4: The Holocaust and world Genocides
o What was anti-Semitism and why was it prevalent in Europe?
o What actions did the Nazi’s take against Jews in the 1930’s?
o What were the experiences of the Kindertransport?
o How bad were things in the Warsaw Ghetto?
o What was the Final Solution and what impact did it have on Europe’s 

Jews?
o Did the Holocaust ever reach Britain?

o Where and why have there been other Genocides since WW2?
o Assessment focus: Interpretations

Topic 7: Edexcel GCSE: Medicine Through Time.
o Why were the ideas of Galen and Hippocrates 

important in medieval medicine?
o Who treated the sick in the Middle Ages?
o How did they explain illness in the medieval world?
o Why was the church so important to medical 

progress?
o Why was the Black Death so devastating?

Topic 1 – 1920’s USA – Boom to Bust.
o What caused the economic boom?
o What was Prohibition and why did it fail?
o Who was Al Capone and what does his story tell us about life in the 

USA?
o Did women, minorities and immigrants enjoy the wealth of the 

1920’s?
o What was the cause and effect of the Wall St Crash of 1929?
o Did Roosevelt’s  ‘New Deal’ fix the problems of the USA? 
➢ Assessment focus: Source enquiry

Topic 5: Civil Rights in Britain and the USA.
o Importance of Martin Luther King
o Malcolm X, Black Power and protest 

groups.
o Assessment focus– How important was 

MLK?
o Britain: Windrush migration, Enoch 

Powell and racism, Stephen Lawrence, 
impact of migration on British culture.

Topic 6: The Cold War era.
o What was the Cold War 

and who was to blame?
o What was the arms race 

and space race?
o How close did they come to 

WW3 – Berlin, Korea, Cuba 
& Vietnam.
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